


Celebrate Christmas   
At Stalham Baptist Church 

Guidelines permitting we are planning to hold services during 
December. The measures we have put in place to protect people 
are set out on the next page. You will need to book a place for all 

our services as space is limited.  
Please contact Diana Gordon on  - 07951949128 you can also text or 

Whatsapp the same number or email  secretary@stalhambaptist.org.uk 

Candlelight Services  
Sunday 13th and 20th December  

All welcome  for traditional Carols 
Starting at 4.00pm 

These services will be relayed to the car park we 
can there-fore offer a “drive in option”  

When booking your place  you will need to tell Diana which option you are booking 

Celebrate Christmas Day Morning  
With Us at 10 am 

Sunday 3rd January 
The New Year’s  with us - Family Service 

10.45am   
Please book with Diana Gordon for any of these services 
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Welcome to the Christmas 2020 edition of 
Community Scene produced by  

Stalham Baptist Church. 

Story of the Front Cover 
Can you spot the six nativity characters and two of 
the special happenings on Steve English’s amazing  

front cover? 
Answers at bottom of the page 

 Sir Norman Lamb Mental Health and Wellbeing Fund.           
This year’s SBC Christmas service collection money will be donated to the Sir 
Norman Lamb Mental Health and Wellbeing Fund.  

Covid Guidelines for SBC Services 

As numbers at services will by necessity be restricted we would ask anyone 
who would like to attend a service please contact Diana Gordon by email 
[secretary@stalhambaptist.org.uk] or by text /phone/what's App on 
07951949128 at least 48 hours before the service, to allow time for the seats 
to be re arranged depending on who is coming, and so we can maintain the 2 
metres rule. Please do not come if you are in any way feeling unwell. 
Remember to keep your distance at the door on entry, we will use our usual 
entrance, the door to the car park is for exit only either at the end or to 
access the toilet. For the meantime we will only use the disabled toilet. 
Sanitise your hands on entry and masks will need to be worn except by those 
leading the service from the platform. Masks will be available in the church 
and a donation asked for the food bank. When practical the church will be 
ventilated. 
Remember the form of service will be different as we can't sing, although we 
will have live music, the bibles and hymn books have been removed so bring 
your own. Children are of course welcome but please bring any toys, books 
etc with you and you must supervise them at all times during the service. 
The service time will be shortened and will not include the weekly sermon, 
but we hope to vary what we do. For those wishing to give, plates will be on a 
table at the door and on the platform as people leave. We also won't be 
having tea and coffee after the services. 
With our Drive Through Carol Service on 13th and 20th December at 4.00pm 
we are planning to relay the Carol Services into the SBC car park so if you 
would rather sit in your car and sing carols please book a parking space with 
Diana as per above instructions. 

Online Services 
We will continue our weekly online services. You can find the services by 
going to https://www.stalhambaptist.org.uk/  and clicking on the icon “Join 
our online services” you can also catch up on all the services to date. 

A Really Big Thankyou  
To Steve English, who has produced all our great cartoons, Barbara and 
Geoff Reynolds who helped with production and Roger, Niki and Katie 

Newman at our printers Century Printing High Street Stalham - also all the 
amazing volunteers who deliver the magazine  for all their help.  

You can contact us at editor@communityscene.org.uk  
or phone  David Child on 07799262645. 

Things to Spot on Front Cover Community Scene is Printed by  
Century Printing 132 High Street 

Stalham NR129AZ 

Mary, Jesus, Joseph, angel, shepherd, the star, king Herod, and the three 
gifts being delivered. 

http://www.stalhambaptist.org.uk
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Swan and John 

Each year there are hundreds of fires at recycling 
and waste centres caused by discarded batteries. 
Why? Because many of us dump batteries into our 
bins which then end up being crushed as part of 
waste disposal. Lithium-ion, nickel-metal hydride 
and other batteries can ignite or even explode 
then setting fire to other waste accounting for 
25% of the fires at waste management sites, some 
leading to local evacuations. 

The Environmental Services Association (ESA) 
estimate that over 22,000 tonnes of batteries are 
thrown away each year and 55% end up at waste 
centres. 

In an effort to get people in the UK to become 
aware of the danger of used batteries the ESA are 
launching a Take Charge campaign. 

ESA say “The Take Charge campaign will feature a 
memorable creative concept which depicts dead 
batteries rising from the grave as “zombies” to 
terrorise recycling and waste management 
facilities. The campaign will urge consumers to 
“join the fight” against zombie batteries by 
recycling batteries responsibly. In addition to 
encouraging consumers to use battery recycling 
infrastructure, the campaign aims to raise 
awareness of the wide range of consumer 
electronic devices that contain high-energy 
rechargeable batteries and to help people 
understand how to recycle products containing 
batteries which cannot easily be removed for 
separate recycling.” 

Executive Director of the Environmental Services 

Association (ESA), Jacob Hayler said: “Our society 
is seeing an exponential increase in the use of high
-energy rechargeable batteries across a wide 
range of consumer electronic devices, so we expect 
the number and frequency of battery-related 
waste fires to increase in future unless we can 
encourage consumers to use proper battery 
recycling infrastructure more often. Waste fires not 
only cause millions of pounds of damage every 
year and disrupt services but, more importantly, 
can put lives at risk, so this is clearly a serious 
issue facing the recycling and waste management 
sector.” 

WE need to take our “zombie” batteries to retail 
centres who are required by law to offer free 
collection of batteries if they sell more than 32kg 
of batteries a year.  

Our lives are relying more and more on high 
powered batteries and around the world there is a 
drive to reduce the number of fossil fuelled 
vehicles so we will have to get use to discarding 
them responsibly, making sure that the dead 
zombie batteries don’t rise up and cause chaos. 

"We urge consumers to please recycle their 
batteries responsibly by using battery recycling 
points in shops and recycling centres, or a 
separate battery kerbside collection if available," 
ESA's Jacob Hayler says. 

Zombie 
Batteries 

This is one of my favourite and 
most helpful illustrations that I 
have come across, I hope it helps 
you too. Writes Ron Skivington. 
Day 1: a man leaves his house, 
turns the corner to walk down 
the street, falls into a big hole 
and stays there a long time 
before he gets himself out. 
Day 2 : a man leaves his house, 
turns the corner to walk down 
the street, falls into a big hole 

and stays there a long time 
before he gets himself out. 
Day 3; a man leaves the house, 
turns the corner to walk down 
the street, falls into a big hole 
but gets himself out right 
away. 
Day 4: a man leaves the house 
and goes the opposite way. 
 
I wonder where you are in that 
picture? 

 
Could this Christmas be the time 
you do something different? 

How Many More Times? 

Picture by Bianka Marton 

http://www.stalhambaptist.org.uk
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Well, it has not been the year many were expecting 
and Christmas [at time of writing,] as a celebration, is 
still up in the air. Writes Ron Skivington 

Many of the things people take part in, enjoy going 
to, visit, may be shut or so heavily restricted it’s just 
not going to be possible to do them. 

Family celebrations may find fewer sitting around 
the table, poultry businesses it's said are expecting 
the demand to be for smaller birds. Will our 
students still be behind their halls of residence 
windows unable to get home and should Santa be 
travelling from country to country we have to ask? 

So, for many it might not be the season of good 
cheer they look forward to each year and it's being 
approached with more of a heavy heart perhaps. 

However Christmas is a time of hope, a time of joy, a 
time to be able to celebrate because of what it 
means and Covid 19 and 
all that surrounds it 
cannot stop that from 
being true  and that 
hope and joy it brings is 
something each and 
every one of us can 
experience for ourselves. 

Lots have asked “Why is 
this happening?”  Others 
“What is God trying to 
say to us?” and some 
wonder if it is a sign we 
are approaching the end 
of days. Is our world as 
we know it nearly finished, 
is Jesus about to return? 

The book of Hebrews in the bible begins "God has 
been addressing our ancestors in different ways for 
centuries, recently He has spoken to us through His 
Son." The birth of Jesus all those  2000+ years ago 
was the final and greatest sign to our world that 
God exists, that He loves us, that He identifies  with 
us and  that He longs for us to know Him,  that we 
might have a lasting, living hope and experience the 
joy and peace that only He can give,  and that 
cannot be replicated any other way or by any other 
means than by finding it through Jesus. 

The world Jesus was born into was also a dark, 
miserable, difficult, hard place and time. Few of the 
ordinary people would have had much and it was 
the Romans, not a virus, that kept people indoors 
and afraid - even their own king Herod killed 
numbers of their babies because he was threatened 
by the talk of the King of the Jews who had recently 
been born. 

The one true 
Light that burst 
into all that 
gloom and doom is 
the same Light that 
will shine this, and 
every, Christmas and it 
was the birth of a baby.  

Babies as we know nearly always bring great joy, 
are certainly always a cause of wonder and mystery 
for as any parent knows looking at their new born 
there is the amazement that something that looks 
so perfect came from me, from us and that child as 
it grows will reflect something of the nature and 
character of their parents. Jesus birth was different, 
to be fair, to any that will take place in any 
hospital, back of a car, bedroom, where ever a child 
may be born this Christmas, because His was a birth 

foretold generation before. 
Gabriel [the angel] turned 
up at Mary's and told her 
it would be soon, choirs of 
angels sang their songs 
when Jesus was born, 
witnesses were shepherds 
and later Kings on camels 
with gifts arrived at the 
front door, but the thing 
that unites Jesus to all of 
us is that as He grew He 
showed more and more of 
the nature and personality 
of His Father, and He 

spoke about His Father's 
love for you reading this 

magazine all these years later. 

He lived demonstrating His love for you too by 
offering you the best gift you could possibly receive 
this Christmas and  that is the gift only God can give 
you  because it is the gift of new life, that life that 
gives hope and life even in the midst of a deadly 
plague, that gives joy even at the most miserable of 
times, that gives peace when all around is clamour 
and noise, that says “You are safe in the arms of 
God.” 

Most years families flock to grottos so their children 
can sit on a man in a red jacket’s knee and receive 
from his helpers a present that, no matter how good 
it is, will last only a limited time.  

This year that probably won't be able to happen so 
take them to the manger and ask God to bless them 
and yourself with His best for you, His light and life 
that will not just bring you through these days but 
will last eternally. 

Christmas is a  
time of Hope and Joy 

http://www.stalhambaptist.org.uk
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Is It  
Christmas Yet? 

The Stables at Stalham Baptist Church is 
going to be the home of a Community 
Fridge hopefully starting in December 

What is a Community Fridge you ask? 
Community Fridges are communal spaces 
where organisations and households can 
share perishable food that would have 
otherwise been waste. They are social spaces 
which help to reduce food waste, build trust 
locally and normalise the sharing of foods and 
other household items. Community Fridges 
are welcoming places open to anyone.  

Hubbub, in conjunction with NNDC, are the driving 
force behind the project. On their website https://
www.hubbub.org.uk/the-community-fridge they ask: 

Did you know that the average family of 
four wastes £800* of food a year? People and 
businesses are becoming more aware of food waste, 
and it can often be a hard thing to avoid.  

Enter the community fridge; an easy way to share 
good food and make it go further. A community 
fridge is a space where anyone who lives nearby, 
including businesses, can exchange surplus food. 

Hubbub coordinates the world’s only and biggest 
Community Fridge Network with a whopping 100 
community fridges running around the UK and plenty 
more setting up. We offer free support to groups to 
set up their community fridge and provide a 
comprehensive guide, design assets, health and safety 
templates and a free fridge!   

Follow the campaign on social media with the 
hashtag #CommunityFridge  

We trialled our first community fridge in 2016. Since 
then, 100 community fridges have taken root across 
the UK helping thousands connect to 
their neighbours, access nutritious food, save money 

and reduce waste.   

With each fridge sharing one to four tonnes of food 
per month, the collective impact of the Community 
Fridge Network is huge. Every year, 100 community 
fridges can:  

• Redistribute 975 tonnes of food surplus 
(equivalent to 1.9 million meals!)  

          Benefit 77,500 people  

 What’s more important though, is the stories that we 
hear from the communities. The fridge brings people 
together, it addresses social isolation and provides 
people with the opportunity to access healthy food, 
try something new and save money.  

In a nutshell, a fridge is often so much more than a 
fridge. As well as introducing you to new people and 
foods, community fridges host all kinds of activities 
such as cooking workshops, allotments, clothes 
swaps… you name it.  

Retailers redistributing surplus food across the 
network include Tesco, Sainsbury's, Morrison’s, 
Waitrose, Co-op, Costa, 
Marks & Spencer, Riverford Organic, 
Spar, and many local businesses.  

Hubbub say they thrive off building collaborations 
with people who share their ambition to create more 
sustainable ways of living and want to get 
creative. Since 2014, they’ve collaborated with over 
700 organisations, from international businesses to 
local authorities and community groups, to have 
a positive impact on the environment. 

Organiser Jane Skivington said, “This is a really 
exciting community project, and I would like to thank 
Kate Haselton-Glee from NNDC for all her help.” 

If you would like to be involved in the Community 
Fridge project or like more information, contact Jane 
Skivington on 07729612736 or follow the Stalham 
Community Fridge on Facebook. 

Community Fridge 
Coming to Stalham 

http://www.stalhambaptist.org.uk
https://www.hubbub.org.uk/the-community-fridge
https://www.hubbub.org.uk/the-community-fridge
https://twitter.com/search?f=tweets&vertical=default&q=%23communityfridge
https://www.hubbub.org.uk/our-impact
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Reached the End of  the Road? 
Sometimes in life problems and crises pile up on you 
and there seems nowhere to turn.  

Stalham Baptist Church has a group of people who will 
pray for you or pray with you in your own home. If you 
need some help contact Jan  07767432990 or Jerry  
07733837687.  

You can email minister@stalhambaptist.org.uk 

It was Christmas Eve and Charles Dickens character 
in “Christmas Carol,” Scrooge, was on his way home 
from his office when he was asked by a gentleman 
as it was Christmas would he like to donate some 
money to the poor and destitute, to which Scrooge 
enquired “Are there no prisons, what about the 
Union workhouses, treadmills and the poor law?” 
The gentleman confirmed all still existed but said 
many people cannot access them or would rather 
die than end up in those places. Scrooge responded 
it would be a good thing if they did die as it would 
decrease the surplus population. “Christmas is 
humbug,” he repeated. Writes David Child. 

Scrooge settled down for the evening in his 
shivering, bitter cold, poorly lit bedroom, “Darkness 
was cheap” he often said. After eating a bowl of 
gruel, he double locked all the doors as usual. 
Huddled by his measly fire Scrooge’s evening was 
interrupted by the clanking of chains coming up the 
stairs until the ghost of his partner Jacob Marley, 
who had died seven years before on Christmas Eve, 
passed through the door.  

The ghost had a chain round his waist like a 
massive charm bracelet with cash boxes, keys, 
padlocks, ledgers, deeds and heavy purses all 
made of steel dragging behind him. When asked 
why he was chained, Marley informed his old 
business partner of many years that he had created 
every link day by day, yard by yard as he worked 
together with Scrooge, then informed Scrooge that 
his own chain was much longer. 

I spent much of my life like Marley and Scrooge 

building my chain, 
dragging around 
my guilt, forging 
the weights of the 
damage I had 
done to those who 
loved me, turning 
my back on those 
who needed my 
help, letting down 
people who relied on 
me, judging people, 
focusing on my needs 
above everything else - all  
clanking behind me. 

Things started to get difficult and the chain was 
getting longer. I was lucky though I met a man that 
picked the lock on the chain “Now my chains have 
gone I’ve been set free” (Amazing Grace) I had met 
Him several times before but I was always too busy 
to really think about it, I often promised to stay in 
contact but eventually walked away, but He didn’t 
forget me He loved me.  

If you would like your chains unlocked just ask 
Jesus into your life this Christmas and the lock 
smith will change your life forever. The best 
Christmas present ever. 

I have not forgotten the things I got majorly wrong 
and at times I start to build a chain again when I 
lose focus on the road I want to follow and wander 
off lost on another route that leads nowhere, but 
like a good shepherd He comes and finds me, gets 
his lock pick out and encourages me back to the 
pathway of salvation. 

Who Needs a 
Locksmith? 

http://www.stalhambaptist.org.uk
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Pandemics are not a new phenonium to the 
human world, mass graves dating back 5,000 
years discovered in China suggest that a plague 
had devastated an entire region of North Eastern 
China. In a prehistoric village now known as 
Hamin Mangha archaeologists found a house jam
-packed with bodies of all ages that had been set 
on fire. 

Known as the plague of Antonine it is estimated 
that 5 million people died in AD 165 in Asia Minor, 
Egypt, Greece and Italy when Roman troops 
returning home spread the unknown disease. 

In AD 541 to 542 the Plague of Justinian is 
estimated to have killed 25 million 
people, half the population of 
Europe, in a devastating outbreak of 
bubonic plague. 

Bubonic Plague struck again, known 
as the Black Death, in 1347 lasting 
to 1351 when between 75 to 200 
million people died in the known 
world. The plague reached the UK in 
June 1348 carried by a seaman 
docking at Weymouth. By the 
summer of the following year it is 
thought that the plague, spread by 
flea-infected rats, had killed 40 – 
60% of the population. The plague 
flared up again in 1361 killing 20 
percent of the population. 
Throughout the 14th and 15th 
centuries the UK suffered intermittent 
eruptions locally and nationally. The 
last recorded outbreak was the Great 
Plague of London 1665 – 1666 killing 
100,000 Londoners, a quarter of the 
city’s population. 

It is thought that 1 million people 
perished between 1852-1860 during 
a Cholera Pandemic, the most virulent of the 19th 
century. Like the previous outbreaks the plague 
originated in India before ravaging much of the 
world. 23,000 deaths were recorded in the UK. 

It was believed that the plague was carried in the 
air and called “miasma”, but London Physician 
John Snow proved that it was spread by drinking 
water contaminated by human faeces. So much 
effluent was in the water system that in 1858 
London was almost brought to a halt by the Great 

Stink when during July and August the hot 
weather dramatically heightened the smell of 
untreated human waste and industrial effluent 
that flowed along the Thames and laid on its 
banks. The problem was eventually solved when a 
sewage system, built and designed by Victorian 
Engineer Joseph Bazalgette, which disposed of 
human waste to the Crossness Pumping Station. 
This opened in 1865 and is a grade 1 listed 
building; most of the system is still in operation 
under the streets of London. 

Between 1889 and 1890 over a million people 
died worldwide in the Asiatic Flu Pandemic, 
exacerbated by the growth of squalid urban areas 
supporting industry - the influenza virus spread 
rapidly across the globe. 

In 1918 influenza struck again, known as the 
Spanish Flu, but this time with devastating effect, 
the death toll was estimated globally as 50 
million.  Nobody was immune - the fit and strong 
suffered the same as the elderly or the weak. 

Within hours of feeling the first 
symptoms many people 
developed pneumonia and 
suffocated. Hospitals were 
swamped with patients when 
there were no treatments 
available for the virus or 
antibiotics for pneumonia. The 
UK lost 228,000 to the disease 
the mortality rate was thought 
to be between 10 to 20% of 
those contracting the virus. 

Influenza pandemics struck again 
in 1956 – 1958. Asian Flu started 
in China and killed 2 million 
people throughout the world and 
in 1968 1 million people lost 
their lives to “Hong Kong Flu.” 

In 2005 a new virus driven 
pandemic was declared, HIV/
AIDS, which is still virulent 
worldwide. Starting in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo in 
1976 the virus is still infecting 
people throughout the planet, 
the death toll is around 36 

million since 1981. In 2018 it was estimated that 
over 103,000 people in the UK were living with 
HIV. Possibly 7,500 are not aware they have AIDS. 
Approximately 38 million people globally have 
HIV. More than 1 million adults and children die 
every year in Africa alone from HIV/AIDS. 
Throughout the world treatments have reduced 
deaths but as yet there is no definite cure 
although in 2020 three people were said to have 
been cured and these treatments are still being 
explored. HIV/AIDS is still considered as a current 

Plagued with Plagues 

http://www.stalhambaptist.org.uk
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pandemic alongside Covid 19. 

This is not a definitive list of plagues that have had 
devastating effects to human beings throughout 
the centuries. To the pandemics in this article you 
can add Typhus, that killed millions of people held 
in custody by the Nazis and Russian camps in the 
second world war, Smallpox that was still 
affecting people in the 1950’s, Tuberculosis, 
Leprosy, Malaria and Yellow Fever.  

Antibiotic resistance and Covid 
19 are just reminders to our 
species that we need to take 
more care of how we live on our 
planet. We are not 
indestructible; we have 
inhabited Earth for around 
250,000 years which is a blink of 
an eye in the 4.5 billion years 
the planet has existed.  

Earth has seen animal species 
come and go. Dinosaurs went 
extinct 65 million years ago but 
existed for 155 million years. We 
use occasionally “Dinosaur” as a 
derogatory term - we have a 
long way to go to catch them 
up. 

The World Health Organisation says that since 
31st December 2019 and as of 9th November 2020 
there has been 50,030,121 cases of COVID-19 
reported, including 1,252,072 deaths affecting 219 
countries the expectation is the pandemic will 
continue into 2021. 
So, what do we need to do to protect ourselves 
from future events like HIV, and more recently 
Ebola, SARS, Avian Flu and Covid 19?  

These diseases are all zoonotic - transmitted from 
animals to humans. The World Wildlife Fund state 
“A zoonotic disease is a disease that jumps 
from animals—wild or domestic—
to humans. These jumps, known 
as spill overs, are increasingly 
common. In the case of COVID-
19, the disease existed in bats 
then moved to another host 
animal before spilling over to 
the human population. 

Zoonotic diseases are a stark 
reminder of how people and 
nature are interconnected. 
Human activities that encroach 
upon wild places increase our 
contact with wildlife and the risk 
of spill over events. To lower 
that risk, we must rebalance our 
relationship with nature. 

To protect people from zoonotic disease, we 
must address the key, human-led drivers that 
put us at risk. Increased forest loss, land 
conversion, and illegally traded, live wildlife is 
all contributing to dangerous environments 
that lead to new spill overs. As people 
encroach on wild habitats and exploit the 
natural world for their own gain, the risk of 
spill overs increases. 

Now is the time to confront the 
environmental drivers of 
pandemics. Through 
transformative action, we can 
put nature on the path to 
recovery and reduce the risk of 
future pandemics, creating 
more sustainable and just 
societies for everyone. 

This is a pivotal moment to 
build a safer future for people 
and the planet.” 

That just society is about dealing 
with poverty. Half the world’s net 
wealth is owned by 1% of the 
population. Poverty and 
inequality create opportunities 
for animal diseases to spill over 

into humans as people live with their stock, live in 
slums and forage for food in decreasing wildlife 
areas. Viruses do not recognise those with or 
without, if we do not look after those in the world 
without those with will perish with them. 

George Santayana wrote “Those who cannot 
remember the past are condemned to repeat it." 
History is shouting at us we need to listen.  

We are standing on the threshold of an 
opportunity we can either return to “normal” and 
wait for the next pandemic or we can start to 
change the way we exist on our home planet - 

Earth our only home. Otherwise we 
are likely to eventually be the 
architects of our own destruction.  

The Dinosaurs went extinct through 
no fault of their own - that will not 
be able to be said about human 
beings. 

For more information about WWF go 
to https://www.worldwildlife.org/
stories/a-call-to-stop-the-next-
pandemic 

Sources  
https://www.livescience.com/worst-epidemics-
and-pandemics-in-history.html 

https://www.mphonline.org/worst-pandemics-
in-history/ 

Photo by Anna Shvets 

http://www.stalhambaptist.org.uk
https://blogs.iadb.org/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/stories/a-call-to-stop-the-next-pandemic
https://www.worldwildlife.org/stories/a-call-to-stop-the-next-pandemic
https://www.worldwildlife.org/stories/a-call-to-stop-the-next-pandemic
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Stalham Business Forum 
What a few months it’s been. Our last normal Stalham Area 
Business Forum meeting was held in March, just before the 
government told us all to stay indoors. We were getting ready for 
the Fringe Festival… acts had been contacted and agreed to take 
part, stalls booked and stall fees paid. Then everything was put on 
hold! No events, no shops open except for food and medicines, 
petrol, diesel and car repairs. Jobs suspended and children sent 
home from school - and the rest is now history. Writes Di Cornell. 
Stalham was very quiet for a long time, so were the roads and how 
peaceful it all was. It was like rolling back time with no cars on the 
roads, no planes passing and little background noise. Stalham Area 
Business Forum took the decision, as most other organisations and 
towns holding events, not to try to hold either the Vintage Market 
or the Yuletide Market. We know that this has been a 
disappointment for many, both stallholders, visitors and the local 
residents. We took guidance from North Norfolk District Council, 
looking at Government guidelines and considering the risks 
involved trying to keep everyone safe, stallholders, public, visitors 
and the people of Stalham we decided that it would not be possible 
this year. But we will be back as soon as possible when restrictions 
are lifted. 
Stalham slowly came back to life with the Swan and Grebe open for 
business. Local shops opened and people met and greeted friends 
for coffee and a chat. The resilience of Stalham residents, 
shopkeepers and businesses was impressive. Masked invaders 
patrolled the streets and hand sanitiser took priority.    
Stalham has benefited from the Staycation, so many holiday 
cottages and boats booked and families enjoying themselves in the 
lovely Norfolk Sunshine. A wonderful sight. 
 Although we couldn’t meet in person the 
Stalham Area Business forum has not been idle. 
10,000 trade directories have been printed and 
3,500 have been distributed by Town and 
Country to local households. These give you 
details of the members of the SABF and their 
contacts. A band of trusty volunteers delivered 
bundles of Directories to the businesses and 
shops along the High Street, in Sutton and at the Staithe. Tescos 
also has a stand by Customer Services with free Directories for 
shoppers.  
More Stalham Trader Wherry Signs have been installed on shops 
along the High Street - there are still more to come. Look up and 
you will see them, on the Grebe, Swan, Daddy Donuts, Broadland 
Hearing Centre, old Barclays bank and many more… How many can 
you spot? They shine in the sunlight.        
These will hold the new flagpoles when we have events and there 
are national celebrations. We have new sets of flags too, Union 
Jacks, Norfolk County flags and Christmas ones.  
The New Town Gateway Sign is ready to install. We are waiting for 
the foundations to be built. This will be at the Entrance to the town 
by Weavers Way. There will be six coloured plaques on the sign, 
depicting Stalham Railway, Cooke’s Corn Mill, Gurneys Bank 
(Barclays,) The Fire Engine House, The Baptist Church and St Mary’s 
Church. There will also be a new interpretation board to match the 
nine already round the Town explaining the Town Sign.  
Three new Stalham High Street Maps have been printed and Tescos 
has already installed one on their wall. The other 2 will be by the 
Post office and at the Staithe. They will show ALL businesses 
presently along the High Street so no one will be able to say they 
don’t know what’s in the Town. Look out for them, they look like 
this and are HUGE!! 

The Business Forum has meet socially distanced, 
using Skype and we have a temporary new 
Chairman, Barry Jones, Broadland Hearing Care 
Ltd. Martin, our original chairman, has been 
poorly so is stepping back from the role at the 
moment. We are pushing forward as best we are 
able to complete unfinished projects in the High Street, but have 
again been thwarted by another 4 weeks of shop closure and 
lockdown. 
Christmas is coming, and SABF will be placing a Large Christmas 
tree outside the Grebe to brighten the darkness. We are also 
having our fourth annual Christmas shop window trail. This year we 
have angels, we all need angels to show us the way and protect us!  
So far 49 angels have been given to shops and groups so we can 
start our trail as soon as we can after lockdown ceases. Look out for 
the Trail leaflets in shops, the Post Office and St Mary’s Church. Can 
you find 49 angels around the town and find their names?   
We are also hoping to have a Late-Night Shopping evening on 
Friday 11th December from 5pm until 8pm. Cawdrons will provide a 
Hog Roast and some shops will have something special for you to 
do. This, of course, all depends, however, on where we are with 
Government restrictions, so look out for posters and social media 
posts for details.     
We have asked shops if they would like Christmas trees outside 
their shops but at this time, we are not sure if this will happen. It 
takes a lot of organising and means that groups of us have to work 
closely together to fix lights and position the trees in place. This 
may be too difficult this year. 
We would ask you to shop locally if you can once the lockdown, 
ending hopefully on December 2nd, is lifted. Support your local 

shopkeepers for without them we do not have a 
town. We have a lot of lovely little shops along the 
High Street, including places where you can buy 
shoes, boots, slippers, books, flowers, pots of bulbs, 
bicycles, car gadgets, cards, calendars, perfume, 
cosmetics, pictures, wreathes, jewellery, mugs, gift 
wrap, balloons, hampers, Christmas turkeys, 
puddings, baskets, throws, pottery, antiques, curios, 

vintage ware, trophies, t shirts, hoodies, flags, 
watches, scarves, hats, fishing tackle, gifts for pets, toys, cushions, 
clothes, DVDs, candles, decorations, Christmas jumpers, chocolates, 
selection boxes, wine, beers and all manner of festive fare. So why 
travel to crowded streets and push through crowds of strangers? 
Shop at Stalham. Shop with Friends.   
Make it a fun time, pop in for a coffee at the Rainbow Café, Café 
Charlottes or Cherry Blossom or maybe a meal there or at the 
Swan.  Make a day of it.   
In White’s Directory of Norfolk in 1850 this was written of 
Stalham….. 
“STALHAM, a compact and well-built village, equal in commercial 
consequence to many small towns, is pleasantly situated on the 
main road between North Walsham and Yarmouth, and proverbially 
characterised for the unity existing among its spirited inhabitants, 
and their unlimited kindness to strangers. [Its] retail shops are 
highly respectable, and the commercial inns (of which there are 
two) are replete with every requisite calculated to secure comfort 
and conviviality, nor are they wanting of sources of amusement, as 
each of them possesses a billiard table, and a bowling green. “ 
We may no longer have the Billiard tables but we still have one 
bowling green. The Stalham Area Business Forum considers that 
not much else has changed over the last 170 years. Come along and 
see for yourselves.  
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During the pandemic SBC and the Lighthouse Church 
in Durban South Africa have been exchanging their 
YouTube Talks and online services, prayers have been 
shared for those in need at both churches. 

Kindly Alan Wagner the Pastor of the Lighthouse 
Church has written an article for Community Scene. 

When we all “locked down” and church meetings 
were no longer allowed, we were forced to re-think 
what church is all about.  
One of our first conclusions was this: 

Our buildings may be closed, but the church is 
definitely NOT closed! 

We were reminded of Jesus’ declaration: 
Matthew 16:18 NIV 
“I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will 
not overcome it.” 

If the very gates of Hades cannot overcome the 
church, then nothing can! Opposition, persecution 
and pandemics will not overcome the church. They 
can make some things difficult and even make some 
things impossible. But they will not overcome the 
church! The church had closed their buildings - but 
the church itself had not closed! 
Venue closures prevented us from “going to church” 
- and this was a painful loss 
for many of us. Yet it brought 
us back to another glorious 
truth: 

We don’t “go to church” - we 
ARE the church! 

Although we may agree 
doctrinally that the church 
Jesus is building has never 
been about the buildings, many 
of us love the buildings and the 
meetings that we enjoy within 
them. The forced closure of the 
buildings “drove home” the 
truth that WE are the church! 
And we remain the church 
whether we have buildings or 
not! 
As we re-thought “how we do 
church”, we soon discovered 
new ways to meet and 
embraced “virtual meetings” 
with great joy. But we also 
found ourselves re-thinking 
how we could BE the church.  

How could we BE the church in the midst of the 
pandemic? 
We were reminded that our meetings are only one 
expression of the church. A helpful analogy was 
that of the game of chess: God had removed the 
queen (the building) from the board - and this was 
causing us to look again at all of the other pieces! 

In re-thinking “being the church”, we remembered 
that Jesus said that HE would build his church. This is 
actually his job. Our job is to make disciples: 

Matthew 28:19-20 NIV 
"...go and make disciples of all nations, baptising 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you." 

Our main function as the church is to make disciples 
of Christ. And this can be done any time and 
anywhere! It doesn’t even need a church building!   

We can BE the church by being disciple-makers 
wherever we are. 

Early church history gives us a great example of 
“being the church.”  
In Acts 1:8 we read Jesus’ parting words: “...you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
Acts 2 describes a vibrant church with wonderful 
meetings and tremendous growth.  
But Acts 8 records a great persecution breaking out - 
the church was scattered throughout Judea and 
Samaria. They were not just locked down; they were 
locked out! 

The disciples must have really 
missed the wonderful meetings of 
their season in Jerusalem. But 
they remembered what Jesus had 
commanded. So, they told people 
about Jesus and made disciples 
wherever they went. As a result, 
the Gospel spread and the church 
grew! 

Disciples made disciples - and 
Jesus built his church! 

Those persecuted disciples were 
refugees in strange places - a 
very difficult situation. But they 
knew Jesus! And they knew what 
Jesus had told them to do! So, 
they told people about Jesus and 
made disciples! We may feel like 
we are now in a strange and 
difficult place - but we know 
Jesus! And we know what Jesus 
has told us to do! 
Let’s do that! 
Photo by Nathan Dumlao on Unsplash 

BEING the Church 
reflections from the pandemic 

 

http://www.stalhambaptist.org.uk
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The lockdown was first ordered by Mr Johnson on 
23rd March. From that point in time, as jobs closed 
and financial pinch started, Marcus Rashford’s 
campaign has highlighted the need for many children 
who rely on school diners to be fed during the school 
holidays. The figures of youngsters needing help is 
staggering, Birmingham City Council decided to 
distribute 61,000 vouchers on October 26th. Many 
councils and businesses in the UK are pitching in to 
save youngsters from the poorest families going 
hungry. In Norfolk many businesses are helping feed 
children as no vouchers are currently coming from 
Government or Norfolk County Council. 

Since the lock down the number of people using the 
food bank has grown as people’s jobs disappear or 
their incomes are reduced by the furlough scheme, if 
you have a hand to mouth existence income being 
reduced to 66 or 80% makes things incredibly 
difficult.  

SBC has been the base for the local area Cromer 
food bank for some years. Throughout the pandemic 
SBC has managed to stay open Monday to Friday 2 
hours a day from 10am to 12 noon to receive 
donations for the Cromer Food Bank. On Fridays the 
Food Bank also managed to stay open in the Stables 
from 1.15pm to 3.00pm, creating a lifeline for many 
in the community who were in severe difficulties. 
Local people have gone the extra mile with their 
donations - from May to September local people 
donated 1880.48kg (4,137lbs) to the food bank at 
SBC. At the same the Cromer Food Bank received in 
total 26345.05kg.  

The food bank says “Currently the foodbank is short 
of the following items.  

Deodorant – male and female, Shower Gel, Shampoo, 
Toothbrushes – adult and child, Shaving foam and 

razors, Washing Powder/Liquid, Household Cleaning 
Products, Bin liners.” 

And last Christmas they said “During December the 
following items would be very welcome - ready for 
us to be able to give essentials and Christmas 
goodies to clients:   
Tinned Ham,  Tinned Fish,  Tinned Potatoes,  Biscuits,  
Crisps,  Chocolate treats,  Sponge Pudding ,  Custard ,  

Jam,  Fruit Juice ,  Squash,  Long Life Milk – Semi 
skimmed or Full fat,  Washing Powder and Liquid,  

Toilet Rolls,  Children’s Toothbrushes and Toothpaste,  
Nappies sizes 5 and 6.” 

Please note that we cannot accept any fresh food or 
items that contain alcohol. 

We totally rely on donations, both food and 
financial, to operate and we are extremely grateful 
when people choose to support us. So, thank you for 
thinking of us and enabling us to serve the people in 
crisis across our district. 

If you would like to be involved in fundraising for us 
in the future or would like one of us to come to talk 
about the work of the Foodbank, then please get in 
touch. 

Thank you for your support and generosity without 
which the foodbank work would not be possible.” 

If you need help, or know someone in difficulty, 
either contact the Citizens Advice Service 0344 411 
1444, the Food Bank on 07826376343, or contact 
Ron Skivington at  
minister@stalhambaptist.org.uk. 

Cromer Food Bank is part of Trussell Trust that also 
runs Food Banks in Aylsham, Sheringham, North 
Walsham, Cromer and Holt.  

Trussell Trust support over 1,200 food bank centres 
across the UK, and together they provide emergency 
food and support to people locked in poverty, while 
also campaigning for change to end the need for 
food banks. 

Just before printing the government offered help to those 
children in need. 

FOOD INSECURITY 

http://www.stalhambaptist.org.uk
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What image springs to mind when 
the term ‘refugee’ is mentioned? 
Perhaps it is a dinghy full of 
people tossed around on the sea. 
Maybe a camp full of thousands 
waiting in limbo for the chance for 
a better life. Writes David 
Skivington. 

I imagine it’s not Albert Einstein. Or 
Freddie Mercury. Or even 
Gloria Estefan, Mo Farah, 
Jackie Chan or Bob 
Marley. The danger of 
labels, as seen in the 
poem by Brian Bilston 
(right), is that they 
dehumanise, causing us 
to stereotype and 
generalise. We no longer 
see people as individuals 
and understand the full 
potential of that person 
but instead limit them to 
a single word. We see a 
‘refugee’ instead of a 
doctor, musician, artist, 
friend, mother, father, 
son or daughter. We 
need to try and see 
beyond the label.  

As Christmas 
approaches, we hear all 
about shepherds, angels 
and wise men while 
singing carols about the 
baby Jesus in the 
manger. However, it is not often 
mentioned that soon after his birth 
Jesus and his family had to flee to 
Egypt for years to escape 
persecution and seek refuge in 
another country. It always strikes 
me that God would choose for his 
son not to be born in 
riches and luxury but 
into poverty and as 
someone seeking asylum 
in fear of persecution as 
so many people were at 
that time and still are in 
our world today.  

It is estimated that there 
are around 79 million 
displaced people in the 
world at the moment, 
with around 25 million 
people having been 

forced to leave 
their home 
country. The vast 
majority, like 
Jesus, head to 

the nearest safe place with Turkey, 
Pakistan, Jordan and Lebanon 
hosting the most refugees out of 
any country. Of those 25 million 
people only 35,000 applied for 
asylum in the UK last year 
(nowhere near enough people to 
even half fill Wembley stadium).   

In the UK, there is a policy to 

create a ‘hostile environment’ for 
undocumented migrants which was 
initiated by Theresa May when she 
was Home Secretary. This involves 
asylum seekers (people waiting to 
be told if they can claim safety in 
the UK) not being allowed to work 
while they wait for their decision 

from the Home Office. Over 50% of 
cases take more than 6 months 
and many wait for years and 
years, stuck in limbo on £36 a 
week. They cannot choose where 
they stay and often live in fear of 
being detained (the UK is the only 
country in the world where 
someone can be detained 
indefinitely as an asylum seeker).  

Sama* volunteered as an 
interpreter for the charity I work 
for. While in the UK she waited 5 
years to be granted refugee status. 

She arrived without winter 
clothes and during her 
first week here had to 
walk in the snow with her 
9 year old son for an hour 
to get food from a local 
charity. On arrival the 
charity was closed so her 
son asked if they could 
take the bus home. On the 
verge of tears, she had to 
ask her son to choose if he 
wanted to walk the hour 
home or have lunch, they 
couldn’t afford to do both.  

Despite not being allowed 
to work, Sama 
volunteered in numerous 
places, always eager to 
help others and show care 
and compassion. Now she 
is able to work, she still 
devotes a large amount of 
time to helping in the 
local community. Her 
love, empathy and 
wisdom are amazing and 

it is a privilege to know her.  

In my career I have been very 
fortunate to get to know many 
asylum seekers and refugees as 
friends. To share their homes, food 
and dreams. Refugees are people, 
just like us. They are all different, 

with different stories, 
experiences and lives.  

Please take a moment to 
read the poem again, but 
this time read it from the 
end to the start in reverse. 
This Christmas, look at the 
world a different way. 
When you see someone in 
need of help, think of Jesus 
seeking shelter. Forget the 
labels and see the person.  

 

LABELS 

REFUGEES by Brian Bilson 

They have no need of our help 
So do not tell me 

These haggard faces could belong to you or me 
Should life have dealt a different hand 

We need to see them for who they really are 
Chancers and scroungers 
Layabouts and loungers 

With bombs up their sleeves 
Cut-throats and thieves 

They are not 
Welcome here 

We should make them 
Go back to where they came from 

They cannot 
Share our food 

Share our homes 
Share our countries 

Instead let us 
Build a wall to keep them out 

It is not okay to say 
These are people just like us 

A place should only belong to those who are born there 
Do not be so stupid to think that 

The world can be looked at another way 
(now read from bottom to top) 

For more ;poems go to https://brianbilston.com/ 

Image by Gerd Altmann from Pixabay   
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When I was a kid, people and particularly my aunties Joyce 
and Rita, who were sisters, would often talk about their war 
time memories, often starting with “Do you remember 
when?” As much as these are difficult times, they are 
creating strong memories in the same way, that will linger 
into the future, and you won’t have any problem 
remembering the year. Victoria has written a poem set in 
the future, when her family will look back to the pandemic. 

 Can You Remember  
Can you remember Mum, the time we had to stay at home? 
The world called it lockdown, but we called it fun! 
We lived in our little bubble, having quality family time 
inside, 
Unfortunately, others weren’t so blessed and thousands, 
upon thousands, died. 

Rushing around stopped, no activities or school, 
Shops were closed, beaches, churches, and parks too, Covid
-19, the deadly Coronavirus ruled! 
We sang happy birthday, while washing our hands, 
Rainbows of hope appeared in windows, across the lands. 

At 8pm on Thursdays, we clapped for the NHS, 
Despite such challenging circumstances, they were risking 
their lives, they truly were the best! 
Daddy still went to work, but we loved when he had some 
Saturdays off,  
The rest of the time was just Mummy, her cuddles all 
snuggly and soft. 

She made us do home-school, for an hour or two each day, 
It was ok though because the rest of the time we got to 
play. 
Barbies, schools, LOL dolls, Shopkins and a surprise Our 
Generation doll party, 
Twisty Petz, Minecraft, 1000-piece puzzles, card games, 
such a variety. 

Autumn learnt to ride her bike without stabilizers, and 
loved writing letters to her fairy, 
We did Dynamic Dance, online, but it was not the same as 
being in the big hall with Carly. 
We enjoyed walks and bike rides and 
became Tackling Tables superstars, 
Gracie wrote and illustrated her own 
book, what a fantastic achievement, 
she was a star! 

Having fun in the garden, making up 
our own games and creations, 
Obstacle courses, exercises, fairy 
potions, and using our imaginations. 
Our love of football grew, from endless 
afternoons spent in the back yard, 
When lockdown ended, we joined Bure 
Valley FC, the best club by far! 

Poppy had a lockdown birthday, no 
tubing or party with friends from 
school, 
Instead a day spent at home, but it was 
still really cool. 
Presents, two buffets, a treasure hunt, 
and a living room sleepover too, 

Our first ever homemade birthday cake (made by Gracie) it 
honestly tasted exceptional. 
Watching the new Trolls movie, having our own rainbow 
hair, 
Pass the parcel fun, “I can’t believe it,” squealed Autumn, “I 
got the ultra-rare!!” 

BBQ Saturdays and melting marshmallows, 
Ice cream sundaes, sauces, flakes, sweets, squirty cream 
and sprinkles. 
New floaties and splashing in our paddling pool,  
It was such fun, much better than school. 

Sundays became online church services, 
Bacon and egg soldiers for lunch. 
Not forgetting our two and a half marathon Zoom session 
with Auntie, 
We really missed that fab bunch. 

We were so sad to miss our road trip adventure, to visit 
family in Sunderland, 
Our summer holiday to Butlins and Mummy’s football cup 
final. 
Instead we created different memories, that would too, last 
us forever, 
We tucked them away in our hearts, to look back on and 
treasure. 

Months and months spent shielding, Mummy keeping her 
fears and worries inside, 
Because of Poppy, an extremely vulnerable child. 
However, we were team Nicholson, and Poppy was our 
Nephrotic Syndrome Warrior, 
And most importantly, we knew we had God, our Saviour. 

We did have the occasional days where we struggled, 
though we were having lots of fun,  
We still missed interacting with others and everyone. 
Not being able to see our family and friends was tough, 
But when we finally saw them again, it was amazing, sure 
enough! 

We were so excited to start up our clubs again, and return 
to school, 
Gymnastics, swimming, musical theatre and especially our 
new found love, football. 
But then the rule of six was introduced, once more arose 
frustrations, 
How ridiculous that we could spend all day with over 30 
other children,  
But we were no longer allowed to see our family…more 

missed birthday celebrations. 

Tears and sobs flowed when Boris 
Johnson announced another lockdown, 
Our Center Parcs holiday cancelled but 
more than that was making us frown. 
How was it fair that we could go to 
school? 
But heartbrokenly we were no longer 
allowed to play football. 

Can you remember Mum, lockdown 
2020? 
A challenging time for many but 
kindness and love were a plenty. 
We were blessed to have each other, for 
that we thank the Lord,  
And one thing we were never, was 
bored! 
By Victoria Nicholson 

Can you remember Mum, 
lockdown 2020. 
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I’ve recently been reflecting on the famous story of the 
Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-35, and I’ve come to the 
conclusion that it is a perfect story for Advent and 
Christmas. Though the story does not involve the wise 
men, angels, stars or the manger, it does illustrate to us 
why Jesus came into the world. Writes Jerry Otieno SBC 
Assistant Pastor.  
The story is about a certain Jewish man who fell 
among robbers who mercilessly 
stripped him, beat him up and 
left him half dead. By 
chance, a priest and a 
Levite, both Jewish 
religious leaders, were 
going down that road. 
They both came by, 
looked on the 
wounded man and 
passed by on the other 
side of the road. Then 
entered the Samaritan. He 
had every reason not to help the 
wounded man because in biblical times, 
Jews and Samaritans didn’t get along very well. 
However, this Samaritan did not come up with excuses 
why he shouldn’t help the man as the Priest and the 
Levite did. With a great sense of selflessness and 
compassion, the Samaritan treated the man’s wounds 
and he took him to a local inn. He then paid the 
innkeeper a considerable amount of money to care for 
the wounded man and promised to continue providing 
all that was needed until the man returned to health. 
Then Jesus asked the question: “Of the three men, who 
do you think was a neighbour to the wounded man?” 
The reply was: “The one who had mercy on Him.” 
So you may ask, how does this story fit into the Advent 
and Christmas story? Well, this is a story about one man 
left half dead and another man giving all he had to 
bring him back to life, with the promise to supply for 
every future need. It’s a picture of what Christ did for us. 
God created Christmas by sending Jesus into our 
wounded world to be our Good Samaritan and Saviour. 
In the story, we are the ones beaten up in life by our sins 
and by other sinners. The Priest and the Levite 
represents the remedies we turn to but actually can do 
nothing to help. They just pass by with their empty 
promises and are unable to help us. Then came Jesus, 

the Good Samaritan, who had 
mercy on us, gave all he had, rescued us from sin and 
mended our broken hearts. This is why this is such a 
great story for Advent and Christmas. 
Christmas is a time when we celebrate the mercy that 
was shown to us in the coming of Jesus into the world. 
As we enter the Christmas chaos, I want to encourage 

you to consider how you can show mercy to others. 
No doubt Christmas 2020 will be very 

difficult for everyone because of 
the Coronavirus pandemic. 

Yet, there are those in our 
society who will find it 
almost impossible to 
enjoy Christmas 2020 
because they’ve been 
badly affected 

physically, mentally 
and economical by this 

horrible pandemic. They 
may be feeling like the 

wounded man on the roadside 
needing something, someone, or anyone 

to save them. They’ll need our help in order to find some 
much-needed joy at the end of this bleak year. 
This coming Christmas will bring with it numerous 
opportunities for us to show mercy to those needing it. 
You may choose to respond like the thieves in the story 
and steal the joy of Christmas from others by being 
stingy and unkind to them. Alternatively, you may 
choose to be like the Priest and the Levite who looked 
on the wounded man and passed by on the other side of 
the road. Like Mr. Scrooge, you may choose to keep your 
money, time and resources to yourself and not offer any 
help to the hurting, wounded and the suffering. On the 
contrary, you may choose to be like the Good Samaritan 
and reach out and offer help to relieve the hunger, 
loneliness, pain and suffering of those who need our 
help. This Christmas, choose to be like the Good 
Samaritan because you’ve learnt how to be merciful 
from Jesus. He is the ultimate Good Samaritan who 
came to the spiritually broken and helpless people 
condemned to death and he saved them and bound up 
all their wounds. 
WISHING YOU ALL A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS AND A 
HAPPY 2021!  
Image by Quinn Kampschroer from Pixabay  

The Good Samaritian and 
christmas 
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